Summer 2008

Application Checklist
1.  Finalize list.

2. Setup
common
application
account

3. Request
applications so
you get them
as soon as
released.

4. Ask teachers
to write letters
of
recommend-
dation who
can write well
and reveal a
different piece
of your puzzle.

5. If applicable,
put together
portfolio,
tapes, etc.

6. Work on
Personal
Statement and
essays.

7.  Rewrite,
rewrite,
rewrite!

8. Visit schools

9. Try to enjoy
the process;
this is your
road to a
great 4 years!

cOLLEGE WP BOUND

Travel the World through Books

With gas prices at an all time high, this summer is a great time to learn about
different cultures through books. An added bonus is that many colleges will ask
you on the application or during the interview what you’ve read, so make it
something you really enjoyed and can talk about. Reading is also a great way to
improve SAT scores. Here are a few great reads by country:

RUSSIA
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky

If you liked the movie Matchpoint by Woody Allen, you'll love C&P. I read itin
college with initial dread, but once I started reading it, I was hooked.

GERMANY

A lot has been written about Germany and how the Holocaust impacted the Jews
and other victims, but what was Germany like for ordinary Germans during and
after the Holocaust? The following three books give interesting insight into
Germany during and after World War II from the German perspective.

The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak

Imagine “Death” as a person, narrating a story. That’'s what Zusak does in this
extraordinary tale of how books feed life to a German girl and her family and
friends during WWII. The first 75 pages is a little weird because “"Death” narrates
the story, but once you get past the idea, it's a wonderful read.

Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi

This book chronicles the life of Trudi Montag, a Zwerge or dwarf born between
WWI and WWII. As a dwarf, she knows what it means to be different and as the
Nazi regime gains power and she sees the negative impact it has on her small
German town, she must make difficult decisions about how to lead her life. For
some, it may start off slowly, but keep reading because it is a magnificent story
that will make you question your own actions in difficult times.

The Reader by Bernard Schlink

Set in post-WWII Germany, this story gives yet another perspective. The prose is
straight forward and reads like a memoir. It describes how a 15 year old boy’s
encounter with an older woman influences his life in numerous ways. I don'‘t
want to give too much of the story away, but it's a relatively short book and a
thought-provoking read. I must warn that if it was a movie, it would be rated R.
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INDIA
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahari

A great book that traces the coming of age of an Indian boy. Great writing and
an excellent portrayal of the culture. It was made into a movie last spring.

AFGHANISTAN
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Amazingly written and told coming of age story about an Afghanistani
boy set against the politics of Afghanistan. His most recent book, A
Thousand Splendid Suns, describes the culture from a girl’s
perspective. Both books bring you into the culture and make you realize
how different our lives are in the United States.

CHINA

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See and The Good Earth by Pearl
S. Buck

The first chronicles two women'’s friendship in the nineteenth-century China from
their childhood days of footbinding to their later arranged marriages. This is a
wonderful story about friendship and quite literally, the ties that bind and how

they can be broken. The second book, The Good Earth, was first published in
1931 and won a Pulitzer Prize. It tells the story of an honest, hard-working
farmer during the early part of the twentieth century. The historical context adds
to the richness of both of these stories.

Personal Statement

' It's your job to reveal what’s in “your” box to the admissions

, director through your personal statement. The best personal
statements speak from the heart and share something about
you that college admissions’ officers cannot tell from your
application. Think about what you want them to know about
you and then keep asking yourself: "Does my essay
communicate this?” If not, keep writing!

RISING SENIORS

If you have not done so yet, please call or e-mail to
schedule an appointment to work on your essays, finalize
your lists, or plan out next year. The more we get done
over the summer, the less you have to do come fall.

The last week of August is also a good time to visit colleges
if you are available. Many schools are back in session.

Enjoy your summer!
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I will be away visiting schools/vacation June 28-July 12

and August 20-September 1.

Phone/Fax 908-789-8566

E-mail: Lisa@collegeboundmentor.com

www.collegeboundmentor.com
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